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California’s Children: Their Story in Numbers

Population?
Total population of California............... 33,871,648
Number of children............................ 9,249,829
As percentage of total population............... 27%
Age of children:
Under 5 years......oovovvveieiiie e 27%
S5to0years......cooiiiiiiii 29%
1010 14 YRAIS...viv i e et 28%
1510 17 Years....coco i i, 16%
Education

Percentage of children enrolled in school:?

BI04 YeAIS. .o iii it 46%
S5toldyears.....cccoiiiiiiiiiii i 97%
1510 17 YeAIS...viiiiiiei it 95%
Public school dropout rate:*
Total for all grades............ccooevvviiiiiiieeenenns 2.7%
9 grade......oooeeiiii i, 2.4%
10 grade....co oo v 2.4%
11" grade.....ooooee e, 2.7%
12" grade......ooeii i 3.9%

Number of times children 12 and over
skipped school in past 12 months:*

NONE... e e 80%

OB 8%

TWO OF MOME... e e 12%
Percentage of children 12 and over who were
suspended or expelled in past 12 months®....... 13%

Families & Living Arrangements
Children’s living arrangements:5

With parents.........ccoov i 87%
With other relatives................cccoiiiiiiinnnns 10%
With nonrelatives.............ooiiiiiieeieeennn, 2%
IN group quarters..........ccovevii i <1%
Head of household/spouse......................... <1%
Children living with parents6 .................. 8,053,222
In two-parent families............cccccevverrnnnnnnns 75%
In single-parent families headed by
MOther... ..o, 19%
In single-parent families headed by
father.......ooi 6%
Grandparents living with grandchildren
under 187 ... ..o, 928,290
Percentage responsible for care of
grandchildren...........ccoooi i, 32%

Parents in the Labor Force®
Children living with two parents:

Both parents in labor force............ccccceeeee. 51%

Father only in labor force.........cccccceeeeennnnnn. 34%

Mother only in labor force...........cceeeeiiiinne 5%

Neither parent in labor force.........ccccccvvvunes 10%
Children living with mother only:

Mother in labor force..........ccoiiiin, 69%

Mother not in labor force............cccceevennnnnnn. 31%
Children living with father only:

Father in labor force.............cccceeiiiiiiiiinnns 79%

Father not in labor force.........cccccoevvvvnnnnnnn. 21%
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Race/Ethnicity & Language
Adults Children

Race/Ethnicity:9
White (non-Hispanic)...........ccccceeeeeennnn. 51% 35%
HispaniC........covvii v 28% 44%
Asian or Pacific Islander...................... 12% 10%
African American.............cccoevvveeeveennnn. 6% 7%
Native American...........c.ccovvvvieeeeeennnnnn. 1% 1%
Other....c.ii e e <1% <1%
TWO OF MO rACES....ccvuveeiieeiiieeieaeannnn 2% 4%

Englishonly.........ccooooiiiiii, 61% 57%
Spanish.......coviii 24% 32%
Other Indo-European languages........... 5% 3%
Asian and Pacific Island languages...... 9% 7%
Other. ..o 1% 1%
Health
Percentage of adults without health insurance™......... 24%
Percentage of children without health insurance™...... 14%
Children’s health status:’
POOT ... 1%
FaUl. e 5%
GOOQ. ...ttt 16%
VErY gOOQ. .. ...t it 25%
EXCellEeNt.....coo i 53%
Percent of children with a condition that limits their
activity4 ........................................................................ 8%
Number of well-child doctor visits in past 12 months:*
NONE. .. 36%
ONE e 37%
TWO OF MOF..ceiiiiiiiiieie e e e e e e e e e eeeeenes 27%

Percentage of children who saw a dentist in past 12
MONENS™ ..o 7%

Poverty
Number of adults below poverty
OVEI™. ..o, 2,949,030
As percentage of all adults.......................... 12%
Number of children below poverty
OVEI™. ..o, 1,705,797
As percentage of all children...................... 19%
Percentage of children below poverty level:*®
In two-parent families............ccccceeeveeriennnnnn. 13%
In single-parent families headed by
MOTNEI ...t 40%
In single-parent families headed by
father. ... 24%

Percentage of children receiving Temporary
Assistance to Needy Families (TANF):14
OtO S YeAIS ..o 15%
010 19 YearS...ov i 10%

Child Welfare®®
Total open child welfare-

SUPEIVISEd CaSES.......ccvvverniiieieeerereeeeieennns 131,168
Emergency response........ccooevvveeeeeinieennnneens 4%
Permanent placement...............ceovvevvvnnnnnn. 52%
Family reunification..............cccceeee v, 21%
Family maintenance..........ccccooveevviviiiinnnnnn. 23%

Number of children per 1,000 with report of
abuse or neglect:

O 10 5 YRAIS...ciiet et 57

O 10 17 YEAIS..cciiiiiii ettt 57
Number of children per 1,000 in foster care:

OO 5 YRAIS. ..o i 8

010 18 YEAIS. ... ieiii e 9
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Drug and Alcohol Use?'®

7" grade 9" grade 11" grade
Alcohol use:

Percentage of students who used alcohol in last 6 months........................ 29% 50% 63%

Percentage of students who use alcohol weekly..................cooeiiiiiiinnnnnn. 2% 7% 17%
Marijuana use:

Percentage of students who used marijuana in last 6 months..................... 7% 19% 34%

Percentage of students who use marijuana weekly..............cccccvvvviiiinnneens 2% 7% 17%
Other drug use:

Percentage of students who used other drugs in last 6 months.................. 10% 15% 21%
Percentage of students who used no drugs or alcohol in last 6 months......... 67% 47% 35%
Violence and Safety!”

7" grade 9" grade 11" grade
Percentage of students who:

Felt unsafe or very unsafe at SChOOL...........ccccceeiiiiiiiiii e, 22% 17% 14%

Felt unsafe or very unsafe in their neighborhoods.............cccccoooiiiiiiinnn, 15% 11% 11%

Were in a physical fight at school in last 12 months............cccccccciiiiiiiinnnnn. 29% 19% 14%

Were threatened or bullied at school in last 12 months...........cccccccceeieinen. 38% 30% 20%

Had property stolen or damaged at school in last 12 months...................... 30% 29% 28%

Carried a gun to school in last 12 months..........ccccceeei v, 5% 4% 4%

Carried another weapon to school in last 12 months...........cccccceeiiiiiiiinnnnns 13% 10% 12%

Used a weapon to threaten or bully in last 12 months..........cccccooeviviiiiinnnns 6% 5% 6%

Were a victim of dating violence in last 12 monthS........cccccceevvviiiiiniiineeeenn, 14% 10% 11%

Have ever been a gang Member........ccoovviiiieiiiii e 10% 10% 9%
Law Enforcement/Corrections
Arrest rates per 100,000 children: Juvenile probation caseload:**

FeIony18 ...................................................... 1,407 All case types........cevvvvvvviiiiiiei e, 87,18¢€
Violent offenses.........ccoeeveiiiiiiiiiiieein 362 Formal wardship.........cccccccevviiiiiiinniin, 70,72C
Property offenses..........ccccceeeiiiiiiiiiiiiinnns 651 Informal probation..............cccceevvvvnnnnn. 14,123
Drug offenses.........couveiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiienee, 134 Nonward........ccooceeeeviieeiiiiieeeeeees 2,343
SeX OffenNSes ..., 44 Juvenile detention:?

Other offenses.......ccccevvieeiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee 215 Average daily population, all detention

MiSAEMEANOI™. .. ..o 3,028 OPLIONS....coi i 13,65¢
California Youth Authority:* Average daily population, halls or

Total institutional population..................... 5,531 (o= 11 1] o1 11,128

Total parole population.............ccccvvveeeeneen. 4,158
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Sources and Notes

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

11)

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table P12. Sex by Age: 2000.

“Children” means the population under 18 years.

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table QT-P19. School
Enroliment: 2000. Enrollment figures include public
and private schools.

California Department of Education. Number of
Dropouts in California Public Schools, Grades 9-12
by Grade Level by Ethnic Group and by Gender for
the Year 2001-02 [On-line]. Available:
http://datal.cde.ca.gov/dataguest.

Furstenberg, F.F., Waller, M.R., and Wang, H.
(2003). The Well-Being of California’s Children. San
Francisco: Public Policy Institute of California.
Figures are based on parent’s reports of child’s
activity.

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table P29. Relationship by
Age for the Population Under 18 Years: 2000.
“Group quarters” include correctional institutions,
psychiatric hospitals, hospitals for the chronically ill,
schools or hospitals for the mentally retarded or
physically handicapped, group homes, and shelters.

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table P36. Own Children
Under 18 Years by Family Type and Age: 2000.
“Two-parent families” include couples in both formal
and common-law marriages. A “single parent” is a
parent who is not currently living with a spouse.
“Single-parent families” include cohabiting persons of
the opposite sex.

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table DP-2. Profile of
Selected Social Characteristics: 2000. “Responsible
for care of grandchildren” indicates that the
grandparent is financially responsible for food,
shelter, day care, etc., for any or all grandchildren
living in the household.

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table P46. Age of Own
Children Under 18 Years in Families and Subfamilies
by Living Arrangements by Employment Status of
Parents: 2000.

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table QT-PL. Race, Hispanic
or Latino, and Age: 2000. “Adults” means the
population 18 years and over.

U.S. Census Bureau.* Table PCT38. Age by
Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak
English for the Population 5 Years and Over: 2000.
Language is reported only for children 5 to 17.
Brown, E.R. and Lavarreda, S.A. (2003). Fact sheet:
Over Half of California's 6.3 Million Uninsured Lack
Health Coverage for More Than a Year. Los
Angeles: UCLA Center for Health Policy Research.

12) U.S. Census Bureau.* Table DP-3. Profile of Selected
Economic Characteristics: 2000.

13) U.S. Census Bureau* Table PCT150. Poverty Status
in 1999 of Related Children Under 18 Years by Family
Type by Age: 2000.

14) Grossman-Swenson, S. (2002). California: The State
of Our Children 2002. Oakland: Children Now.

15) Needell, B., Webster, D., Cuccaro-Alamin, S., Armijo,
M., Lee, S., Brookhart, A., Lery, B., Shaw, T., Dawson,
W., Piccus, W., Magruder, J., & Kim, H. (2003). Child
Welfare Services Reports for California [On-line].
Available: http://cssr.berkeley.edu/CWSCMSreports/.
Caseload and foster care data are point-in-time
estimates as of July 1, 2002. Referral data are from
fourth quarter 2002.

16) Office of the Attorney General. Fact Sheet: 2001-2002
California Student Survey: Alcohol and Other Drug
Use. Students were asked how often they had used a
number of different drugs. “Students who used no
drugs or alcohol” are defined as those who responded
“0 times” to every drug listed.

17) Austin, G., Huh-Kim, J., Skager, R., and Furlong, M.
(2002). Violence and Safety Among California Youth.
Sacramento: Office of the Attorney General. “Another
weapon” was self-defined by the student; examples
provided on the questionnaire were a knife or a club.
“Dating violence” is defined as a student having been
hit, slapped, or physically hurt by a boyfriend or
girlfriend on purpose.

California Department of Justice. Juvenile Felony
Arrests by Gender, Offense, and Arrest Rate, 1993-
2002 [On-line]. Available:
http://www.caag.state.ca.us/cjsc/datatabs.htm.

19) California Department of Justice. Juvenile
Misdemeanor Arrests by Gender, Offense, and Arrest
Rate, 1993-2002 [On-line]. Available:
http://www.caag.state.ca.us/cjsc/datatabs.htm.

20) Department of the Youth Authority. Characteristics of
the CYA Population: Calendar Year 2002 [On-line].
Available:
http://www.cya.ca.gov/research/char 2002.pdf.

21) California Department of Justice. Juvenile Probation
Caseloads, 2001.

22) California Board of Corrections. Juvenile Detention
Profile Survey: Annual Report 2002. “Detention
options” include detention facilities, home supervision,
electronic monitoring, and alternative confinement.
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All U.S. Census Bureau tables are available on-line at:
http://factfinder.census.gov/ .




